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As the 2013 kokanee season has come to a close, it’s always nice to recap and be
thankful for the great memories over the last eight months. Some examples could be
the fishing trips with family and friends, the hysterical laughter shared on the boat,
the “hot” lures from this season, and personal best achievements that may have happened such as the biggest kokanee, derby finishes, or even how fast limits were taken. It is these memories that will stay with us until next spring when we will get the
opportunity to duel with these miraculous game fish once again.
However, with the memories, kokanee anglers also have questions that will go unanswered until the next spring. The biggest question is most likely how big the kokanee
will be at our favorite fisheries? Will the kokanee be 10 inches long or will they be 16
inches? Over the last few years, with the exception of Lake Berryessa, the majority of
our kokanee fisheries have been plagued by small fish largely due to the overpopulation. We as kokanee anglers can do something about this!
Change doesn’t come from the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW). Change
comes to it!
In February’s installment of the Kokanee Kronicle, there was an article entitled “Make
a Difference in Fishing Regulations.” Within this article, it outlined the process of how
to participate in the DFW’s sport fishing regulatory process. We have a voice, and we
have the ability to make those changes!
At a high level, recommendations for sport fishing regulations originate from the public, department staff, the Fish and Wildlife Commission, Fish and Wildlife Advisory
Commissions, and local governments. These recommendations are then evaluated
within the appropriate DFW region and by the Fisheries Management Committee. If
the proposal passes evaluation, DFW prepares a regulation change recommendation
for the Fish and Wildlife Commission to consider. Through a series of meetings held
by the Fish and Wildlife Commission, the public has the opportunity to comment on
the proposed regulation change. At the end of the public process, the Fish and Wildlife
Commission may approve the regulation change.
In order to alleviate the overpopulation of kokanee, there are two potential solutions:
1. Increase the kokanee limits to 10 per person
2. Make the kokanee possession limits consistent across all regions
On the next couple pages are two sample letters for each of these proposed solutions.
I highly encourage everyone to write their own and submit it to the California Fish and
Game Commission. There are two addresses. I recommend sending your letters to
both to ensure the letters are received. The two addresses are below:
California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090
California Fish and Game Commission
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1320
Sacramento, CA 95814
Send in a proposal today!
Future publications of the Kokanee Kronicle can be found online at:
http://www.kokaneepower.org

OR

Search “Kokanee Power” on Facebook

